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the Arabs. It had yet to learn the influence that
culture can exercise upon faith. When the tide 9of
Mohammadan conquest rolled northwards this in-
fluence began to be exerted. At the Court of the
Khalifs at Damascus was collected whatever of
intellectual life the Syrians had attained to under the
rule of the Byzantine Emperors; and, low as was the
standard reached, it was sublime compared with any-
thing the Arabs had before known,, and Islam soon
gave signs of its influence. At this time Christianity
also came into play. The Syrian Christians were well
received at the Court of the Khalifs, and were often
encouraged to discuss points of faith with their Muslim
antagonists; and the result of the collision of the
two creeds is apparent in the doctrines of some of the
early Mohammadan sects. When the 'Abbasy Khalifs
established their throne at Baghdad, Islam entered
its fourth or Persian phase. Encountered by Parsis
and Buddhists, the Muslim conquerors discovered that
there were not a few things in heaven and earth un-
dreamt of in their philosophy, and they forthwith set
about supplying the deficiency.

Thus we see Jewish, Christian, Syrian, and Persian
elements successively introduced into the simple
creed of Mekka. But another influence was brought
to bear upon Islam in its third and fourth phases,
more potent than any of these; this was the philo-
sophy of Aristotle. Introduced to his works in Syria,
the keen-witted Arabs, and more thoughtful and logical
Persians, soon began to take a delight in them which
would have done credit to any mediaeval university.